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FEBRUARY 22, 2022 
WILMETTE, IL 
SPECIAL MEETING 
 
A Special Meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, February 22, 2022, at Wilmette 
Junior High School, 620 Locust Road, Wilmette, Illinois. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 
with President Amy Poehling presiding. 
 
 
Members Present: Amy Poehling, Jon Cesaretti, Anne Hart, Bonnie Kim, Frank Panzica,  

Erin Stone, Lisa Schneider-Fabes 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Administrators Present: Kari Cremascoli, Corey Bultemeier, Tony DeMonte, Heather Glowacki, 

Katie Lee, Kristin Swanson 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
President Poehling reminded everyone that this is a public meeting and all are among neighbors and 
fellow residents. Appropriate conduct is expected from everyone. The Board requested people speak 
only when called upon, that everyone treat each other kindly and with proper respect, and refrain from 
distracting behaviors. 
 
President Poehling thanked the community for the outpouring of thoughtful feedback provided since 
the Committee of the Whole meeting last Monday. Comments on the survey have been read along with 
each email sent to the Board. The active engagement of families, teachers, and administrators is what 
makes Wilmette such a vibrant community. There are passionate advocates for making masks optional 
immediately and passionate advocates for waiting a while longer. There are valid, thoughtful, and 
logical arguments on both sides. The Board promised to listen, weigh this decision with the greatest of 
care and to continue to monitor the implications of the next steps.  
 
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF DISTRICT 39 COVID-19 REDUCED 
MITIGATION PLAN 
Dr. Cremascoli thanked the community for their partnership in support of D39 schools. She 
acknowledged the difficult decision at hand with so many urgent opinions on both sides. She shared 
the Reduced Mitigation Plan with focus on areas that were most commented on from feedback from 
parents and community. She reported the decreased case counts within the community and New Trier 
Township, along with increased vaccination rates among staff and students and the continuation of 
PCR testing options, the District has been able to keep staff and students safe and healthy. The 
administration anticipates changes in mitigation strategies from the Center of Disease Control (CDC) 
and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). The District continues to promote effective 
health strategies to maintain stability for in-person instruction.  
 
Dr. Cremascoli reviewed the timeline, internal metrics, and factors that might require mitigation 
measures to be reinstated to control spread of COVID-19. She reviewed notification procedures when 
a positive case is identified and noted changes in contact tracing.  
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Board discussion included when to implement the mitigation measures, establishing a team to review 
and analyze metrics, prioritizing safety since the onset of COVID-19 and following the guidance of 
public health officials to provide in-person instruction, following the guidance of the CDC and IDPH 
dictating that masks should be worn at school. Members voiced their opinions on the Reduced 
Mitigation Plan and whether they would vote to be mask optional or continue with mask wearing in 
schools.  
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATION 
President Poehling acknowledged the receipt of many, many written communications, and assured the 
community that the Board has read them all. The communications have been posted on the meeting 
website. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Community members who spoke in favor of the District becoming ‘mask optional’ included: Katie 
Lapinski, Michael Doyle, Stephen Nielsen, Lisa Ditkowski, Maria Leona, Tim Mertzlufft, Julianne 
Davis, Kelly McMahon, Chris Beer, Allie Rothschild, Amanda Adams, Lauren Allen, Hector Montes, 
Kara Fleming & Katelyn Sumption, Victoria Shoemaker, Ken Musick & Olivia Musick, Brian 
Atkinson, Meg Maris, Kristin Marvin, Christina Ballester, Michelle Coffey. 
 
Community members who spoke in favor of continuing to have masks worn in schools included: Dan 
Lennington, Jeff Toth, Ross Shannon, Mark Wald, Dr. Jacqueline Welter, Kristina McGann & Dalia 
McGann, Stephanie Linn & Sam Krantz.  
 
Community members supporting ‘mask optional’ for the future, but not at this time included: 
Alexandra Eidenberg, Lorenza Amiga, Mary Claire Richards, Hillary Singer, Andrew Geraci, 
Kimberly Newman, Ben Newman and Scarlett Newman, Amy Bowen, Erin Heywood. 
 
Julie Hanahan of Glenview expressed concerns about contact tracing and notifications of positive cases 
on the 5-8 campus.  
 
Michael Lieber stated the focus shouldn’t be on mask wearing but rather on getting children 
vaccinated. Jennifer Manning agreed if parents choose to be mask optional, they should get their 
children vaccinated. 
 
Patrick Lee stated the numbers presented cannot be used to support wearing masks or going mask 
optional and suggested a delay to removing masks to find data to support going ‘mask optional’. 
 
Brian Yeh spoke regarding the reduced mitigation plan removing multiple critical mitigations all at 
once, and felt it was too soon to do so. 
 
President Poehling thanked everyone for their participation. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

A. Adopt the District 39 COVID-19 Reduced Mitigation Plan as Presented to the Board of 
Education at the Special Meeting February 22, 2022 

 
Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica to adopt the resolution approving the District 39 
COVID-19 Reduced Mitigation Plan, as presented to the Board of Education by the 
Superintendent at the February 22, 2022 Special Board of Education meeting. 
 
On a roll call vote on the motion, voting “yea” Jon Cesaretti, Anne Hart, Frank Panzica, Lisa 
Schneider-Fabes, Erin Stone, Amy Poehling; voting “nay” – Bonnie Kim; absent – none: 
Motion Carried.  

 
B. Direct the Superintendent to Implement the District 39 COVID-19 Reduced Mitigation 

Plan Beginning February 23, 2022 
 

Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica to direct the superintendent to implement the 
District 39 COVID-19 Reduced Mitigation Plan, as approved at the February 22, 2022 Special 
Board of Education meeting beginning on February 23, 2022.  

 
On a roll call vote on the motion, voting “yea” Jon Cesaretti, Anne Hart, Frank Panzica, Amy 
Poehling; voting “nay” – Bonnie Kim, Lisa Schneider-Fabes, Erin Stone; absent – none: Motion 
Carried.  
 
Being no further business, Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica, to adjourn the special meeting 
of the Board of Education at 9:53 p.m. by General Consent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
President     Secretary 


